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■ FOOD NETWORK: Restaurant appears on TV 

Smokin’ Buddha 
a fan favourite 


DAVE JOHNSON 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — When 
Kevin Echlin stuck around on 
a warm March day in 2012 
to help one of his servers get 
through a busy shift, he didn’t 
know that one of his custom¬ 
ers was quietly watching him, 
his staff and others seated at 
the Smokin’ Buddha. 

That customer, who was 
in the city to visit her grand¬ 
father at Northland Pointe, 
happened to be a television 
producer for a show on Food 
Network Canada. While at 
Northland Pointe, she asked 


someone where a good place 
was to eat in the city. 

They pointed her in the 
direction of Echlin’s restau¬ 
rant, which sits inside the old 
train station off of King St. 
and opened on Oct. 5,2007. 

His cooks pumping out food 
— a mix of Asian, Indian and 
Mexican cuisine — and he and 
his server making sure every¬ 
one was taken care of caught 
the attention of the woman. 

When things quieted 
down, and after she was fin¬ 
ished eating, she approached 
Echlin. 

see TELEVISION | page 2 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

Smokin' Buddha owner Kevin Echlin, front, and Jake Remond work together in the kitchen of the Port Colborne restaurant. 
Smokin' Buddha was featured on Food Network Canada's You Gotta Eat Here on Friday, May 17. 
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upfront 


■ TELEVISION 


Crew filmed from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 



FROM PAGE 1 

"She said, ‘What would 
you think about being fea¬ 
tured on the Food Network?’ 
and asked if I had ever heard 
of the show You Gotta Eat 
Here. I said yes.” 

The next question from 
the woman, who turned out 
to be a producer with You 
Gotta Eat Here, was whether 
Echlin wanted to be on the 

“I was beside myself ... 
I almost went numb. I was 
like, 'Wow! OK,’ ” he said. 

The next day Echlin got a 
call and the ball started roll¬ 
ing on filming his restaurant 
for the show, hosted by John 
Catucci. 

The show asked Echlin 
for a few things, like certain 
dishes to have ready. 

“They film 78 shows across 
Canada and they didn’t want 
to duplicate any dishes. 
They looked at our menu 
and chose our peanut curry, 
Korean beef noodles, lamb 
pops and mango salad.” 

When the show aired on 
May 17,Echlin said custom¬ 
ers were seen eating those 
items and the Korean beef 
noodles will be featured as 


'mMik 
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one of the recipes on the 
You Gotta Eat Here website. 

Echlin said once the 
dishes were decided, the 
You Gotta Eat Here crew 
came down on a Friday 
morning and, after filling 
out some paperwork and 
setting some parameters, set 
up to film. 

“They said to open for 
business like it was a regular 
day. We had some people 
written down for reserva¬ 
tions ... regular customers 
we had asked what their 
favourite dish was.” 

eating the peanut curry, 
Korean beef noodles, lamb 
pops or mango salad as the 
show filmed. 

“That Friday was an 
extremely busy day. They 
were filming and we were 
trying to operate, our cooks 
and servers were going hard.” 

Echlin said filming went 
well as the restaurant went 
through the busy service and 
the film crew chatted with 
about 40 people from the 
community who were inside 
Smokin’s Buddha at the time. 

Though a producer dis¬ 
covered Smokin' Buddha 
on her own, loyal customers 
had written to You Gotta Eat 
Here to rave about Smokin’ 
Buddha. 

“Before they came down, 
they did some research 
on us. They found four 
people had written in in 
the last month and a half. 
Those people were featured 


and asked what they liked 
about the show and our 
restaurant.” 

Echlin said those people 
writing in helped make the 
restaurant a fan favourite, 
which means it will air in 
repeats a few more times. 

After filming on the 
Friday, the You Gotta Eat 
Here crew came back on the 
Saturday and it was a closed 
set, just them and Echlin. 

"We did a full day of film¬ 
ing, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
They wanted me to go over 
the four dishes... they asked 
very specific questions, like 
what goes into the dishes, 
how I learned to cook. It was 
a full interview with me.” 

The dishes were made for 
the crew, who ate them and 
then wrapped up. 

“John (Catucci) and the 
crew were all super, super 
nice people. They had a 
really good time and ... 
wherever they went in town, 
(they said) everyone was 
really helpful to them.” 

Echlin said it was an abso¬ 
lute honour to be on the 
show and Food Network. 

“I absolutely never 
expected this when I 
opened ... if I jumped I 
couldn't get any higher. 
We’ve made a point to do 
the best job we can and 
put out quality food. To 
be featured on the Food 
Network, do the farm¬ 
ers markets, festivals and 
have people still discover 
us and love what we do....” 


viT'-a 
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■ SURPRISE GUEST: Deer released back into the wild after shopping spree 

Storeowner to have fawn memories of first weeks in business 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

An unidentified man who works as a large animal handler for Welland and District 
Humane Society, front, and humane society officer John Hoadley carry a female deer 
out of a Port Colborne store last week. 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
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631 Lorraine Rd. Port Colborne 

Registration: 11:45 a.m. • Shot Gun Start: 1:00 p.m. 

Cost 

$115.00 per person • $460.00 per foursome • $40.00 (dinner only; no golf) 

(Includes 18 holes of golf, cart, lunch & dinner) 

$125.00 Hole Sponsorship Opportunities 

Hole in one? Win a new 2012 Smokercraft 161 Pro Angler boat donated by Port Colborne Marine! 

Early Bird Registrations by May 31* have a chance to win a free round of golf (18 holes) 


DAVEJOHNSON 
InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - D’oh. 
A deer. A female deer 

That’s what came crash¬ 
ing through the front door of 
Sarah Seymour’s store, Adore 
Once More - Previously Loved 
Children’s Fashion, at about 
2:20 p.m. last Wednesday. 

“I was on my computer 
doing work when a deer ran 
through front door and came 
to the back. I sat here think¬ 
ing to myself, 'Did that just 
happen?' ” said Seymour. 

She said a man who saw the 
deer go into the store stopped 
to see if she was OK and tried 
to coax the animal outside. 

“The deer wouldn’t come 
out and got trapped up front 


... that allowed me to leave and 
shut the door behind me.” 

Seymour called 911 and 
Niagara Regional Police told 
her to call Welland and District 
Humane Society. 

Asked how the deer got in 
the store at 50 Charlotte St., 
Seymour said she’d left the 
front door open for “fresh air 
and to make it more inviting 
for people to come in—people 
and animals.” 

Having just opened on May 
1, she said the deer was a little 
more than she bargained for. 

“I don’t think anyone 
expects this in Port Colborne.” 

She didn't know how much 
damage was done, but said 
there was blood in the store 
from the deer, which appeared 
to have blood on its mouth and 


face when it came in. There 
was also blood from where it 
smashed its face against the 
front window. 

John Greer, executive direc¬ 
tor of the humane society, 
said the female fawn prob¬ 
ably came up the train tracks 
into Port Colborne 

disoriented. 

He said younger 
deer would be dis¬ 
oriented in amongst 
people and traffic 
and would seek a 
quiet area to get 
away from people. 

“I guess the store 
was a quieter place.” 

The deer, weigh¬ 
ing about 45 kilo¬ 
grams, was in good 


shape, although its nose was a 
big banged up. 

"We were lucky to have one 
of our large animal removal 
people in the area. He wran¬ 
gled the deer in the back of the 
store,” said Greer 
The deer was taken to a for¬ 


ested area of Wainfleet. Greer 
said after a minute or two of 
it regaining its bearings, it ran 
off. 

He said deer can actually be 
very dangerous, despite their 

"They are very high-stress 


animals ... very strong, and 
their hooves are razor sharp.” 

With kicking being a deer’s 
defence mechanism, Greer 
said it could have easily sliced 
open anyone on scene. 

dave.johnson@ 
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I’VE BEEN THINKING 


INPORVmhWS The narrowing betore the broadening 
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Morgan's Point and Forks Road 
East United Churches 

* nnoyingwouldbea 
ZA mild word to describe 
1 A-whatlhavebeen 


Senate mess 


A. last or 

Amidst a flurry of controversy, two 
of his highest profile caucus members, 
unelected senators Mike Duffy and 
Pamela Wallin, both resigned from the 
Conservative clutch over allegations of 
expense irregularities. Previously, they 
were two of Canada’s most well-known, 
respected and decorated journalists. 

Harper named Wallin to the Senate 
in January 2009. While she represents 
Saskatchewan, her residency has come 
under fire, and certainly her travel tab, 
which was $30,000 for her jaunts between 
Saskatchewan and Ottawa. 

But records show she also claimed 
$321,027 for travel to other Canadian 
destinations, including Toronto, between 
Dec. 1,2010, and Nov. 30,2012. 

The rules allow travel between Ottawa 
and the represented region, but travel to 
other destinations raises questions. 

Duffy’s problems arise from housing 
and per-diem claims he expensed during 
the 2011 general election and about a 
personal cheque of $90,000 he received 
from Harper’s chief of staff, Nigel Wright. 

With Liberal Mac Harb and Tory Patrick 
Brazeau also under investigation, it’s a 
sorry mess in Canada’s upper chamber, 
the place for so-called sober second 
thought. 

Which brings us to a fundamental 
argument. Why is it there anyway? 

it has become purely a pork barrel 
reward for old political hacks and 
favourites; a way for those in power to pay 
back debts. 

Sure it’s Harper now, but no party, or 
individual, has a monopoly on cronyism. 

Essentially it’s a very expensive rubber 
stamp, designed more for tourists than 
effective legislative work. 

Either it needs to be elected and 
effective and have legislative teeth that 
matters, or it should disappear into 
history. Canadians are tired of the gravy 
train and controversy with no way of 
directly impacting who is there. 

in other words, no more Yogi Berra 
logic; “When you get to the fork in the 
road, take it" 


inconvenience. And it is not 
going away anytime soon. 

However, something 
good is coming out of these 
slowdowns. Crews are 
working away to widen the 
406 to four lanes all the way 
from the QEW to Welland. 

So, we know that when all 
the work is completed, it will 


4-Year Fixed Rate* 


Adaptable, flexible, and great rates. 
Finally, a mortgage designed for you. 


ft puts a dent in our plans. in on all sides by his 

We are delayed unexpectedly. enemies...but he did ni 

And it can be very frustrating, there forever. 




The enemy of our souls 
makes us feel as though we 
were hemmed in and slowed 
down forever. 

Subscribers to www. 
destinywordoftheday.com 
often ask Darren 


Talk to a Meridian Financial Advisor today. 



Wainfleet. 

Highway 406, the road 
which takes me more than 
half way to Morgan’s Point 
& Forks Road East United 
has been under construction 

“Left lane closed ahead." 
The electronic sign issues a 2 
km warning. 

Depending on what time 
of day one is driving, this 
could translate into a short 
slowdown or a lengthy delay. 
Trust me. I’ve experienced 
both. Ettu? 

Either way it is an 


make the trip a lot faster and 


The highway of life on 
which we travel often takes us 
through times when there is 
a narrowing of the lanes too, 
doesn't it? 

The narrowing could be 
a restriction brought about 
by changes in our health, 
work, business, finances, 
relationship, family, church, 
faith...(please feel free to add 
to the list!). 


Canning and me 
questions such as these: 

“Why am I not advancing 
into my destiny as fast as I 
should?” 

“Why have the promises of 
God not come to pass yet?” 

“What am I doing to 
prolong the delay?” 

Of course, there is no 
pat answer to any of these 
questions. Sometimes the 
Lord gives us revelation. 
Sometimes He is silent. 

King David spent a lot of 
time in the “constriction” 
zone when he was hemmed 


He says that after a while 
God "brought me out into 
a broad place." (2 Samuel 
22:20) 

I can think of several times 
when the highway narrowed 
from two lanes to one in my 
life as well. 

It was as though I could 
not make progress even if I 
wanted to, because someone 
else was dictating how fast I 
could go. I simply could not 
speed by as I would have had 
there been an extra lane. 

Looking back, I now realize 
that there was a reason God 
wanted me to slow down, to 
get a more narrow focus on 
life for a season, to put up 
with the extra stress. 

He had to prepare me for 
the next phase which took 
me to life in two or more 
lanes once again. 

But before He could take 
me to a "broad place” He 
had to make me go through a 
"narrow space.” 

In one instance, He wanted 
me to learn what it means 
to depend more on Him for 
my provision. On another 
occasion, He needed me 
to make more time to draw 
closer to Him and feel His 
heartbeat. Another time, 

He forced me to work on 
strengthening our marriage. 

Ditto for my friend Darren. 

When David says in Psalm 
23:2: “He makes me lie down 
in green pastures” it is as 
though he is suggesting that 
we would not lie down and 
rest voluntarily, so the Good 
Shepherd has to make us lie 
down! 

Can you relate? Perhaps 
you too are impatiently 
enduring life in the lone lane 
right now...involuntarily! 

Take heart! 

If what David, Darren and 
I endured is any indication, 
you may simply be 
experiencing the narrowing 
before the broadening. 

For it is God's desire to take 
you to a “broad place.” 


GENERAL NOTICE: The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright and may be used only for personal, non-commercial purposes. All other 
rights are reserved and commercial use is prohibited. To make any use of this material you must first obtain the permission of the owner of the copyright. 
For further information, contact Dave Johnson. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Copyright in letters and other material submitted to the publisher and accepted for publication remains with the author, but 
the publisher and its licensees may freely reproduce them in print, electronic or other form. 
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PLAN FOR CULTURE 

Angie Desmarais believes Port 
Colborne needs a culture plan. 

The Ward 2 councillor plans to 
bring forward a motion at the May 
27 council meeting requesting 
that staff look into the creation of 
a culture plan for the lakeside city. 

CASH FOR ECONOMY 

The city has some new dough 
to help roll out its economic 
development strategy. 

Port Colborne received $45,000 
in upper-tier government funding to 
do further work to implement the 
strategy, which was adopted about 
four years ago. 

It will focus on business 
retention and expansion in the 


community, look at gaps in local 
employment opportunities and 
the available skill set, and work to 
better market the city's industrial 
and commercial real estate. 

REVIVING ROSELAWN 

Friends of Roselawn want to hit all 
the right notes in the lakeside city. 

The community group, hard at 
work trying to preserve Roselawn 
Centre as an artistic hub, will be 
working with City of Port Colborne 
staff to create a blueprint for 
enhanced uses of the community 
centre and theatre. 

This could potentially include 
hosting a number of musical 
series, such as blues and jazz, 
come fall, said Ward 4 Coun. 

Ron Bodner, also a Friends of 


Roselawn representative. 

He put forth a motion that 
was approved at Monday night's 
council meeting asking city staff 
to work with the groups looking 
to host such events in hopes of 
helping them move forward. 

DANCH DELIVERS 

Frank Danch to the rescue. 

The Ward 3 councillor offered 
up his truck and his labour to 
DeWitt Carter Public School 
to save them about $300. The 
school had requested the use of a 
dozen or so city picnic tables for 
its upcoming fun fair, but the city 
charges for drop-off and pick-up. 
Rather than handing the school 
a bill, Danch volunteered his 
services at no charge. 
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■ FROG IN A SOCK 

Bar, music 
part of Nickel 
Beach vision 


MARYANNE FIRTH communication with the community. 




Learn the benefits of an orthodontic specialist at 

kamatovicortho.com 
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■ FUNDRAISER 


4 Buds in a Bunky for Port Cares 


DAVEJOHNSON 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — Port 
Colbome regional councillor 
David Barrick, Port Colbome 
councillor Dave Elliott, Dave 
Hawkins, and restaurant 
owner Mike Sloat are about 
to get nice and cosy inside a 
bunky in the Port Cares park- 

The four men will be in a 
tight space, but will suffer for 
a good cause as they raise 
funds, awareness and take in 
food donations for Port Cares 
and its Reach Out Centre 
Food Bank. 

Port Cares development 
officer Pam Swick Janjac 
said the four men are taking 
part in the second 4 Buds 
in a Bunky event to be held 
Wednesday, May 22 to Friday, 
May 24. 

“On Tuesday we’re having 
Golf With The Buds Day. The 
four will be playing with six 
to eight foursomes at Whisky 
Run. We’re going to have a 
three kilometre walk on 
Wednesday throughout the 
neighbourhood and raise 
awareness of what we are 
doing,” said Swick Janjac. 

The four men and Port 
Cares are also issuing a food 
drive challenge through the 
three day event. They are 
challenging Port Colborne 
elementary school and 
churches, and the general 
public to take part in a com¬ 
petition to see who can bring 



PRECIOUS LAPLANTE Supplied photo 

Port Colborne regional Coun. David Barrick, Port Colborne Coun. Dave Elliott, Dave Hawkins, and restaurant owner Mike Sloat are 
about to get nice and cosy inside a bunky in the Port Cares parking lot. 


in the most non-perishable 
food items. 

A Puralator truck will be at 
Port Cares, 92 Charlotte St., 


throughout and Swick Janjac 
said the hope is to fill it up. 
As non-perishable items 
are brought in, they will be 


weighed so there’s any ongo¬ 
ing total of how much has 
been donated. 

In the first year of the fund¬ 


raising, when it was called 
Four Men in a Yurt, a total 
of $20,000 in cash and non- 
perishable food items were 


donated. Swick Janjac said a 
good portion of the money 
raised was through one com¬ 
pany which was donating to a 
capital campaign taking place 
at the time. 

Last year, when the event 
changed to 4 Buds in a Bunky, 
there was a total of $10,000 
in cash and non-perishable 
food items donated. 

All of the food is taken to 
Port Cares Reach Out Centre 
Food Bank, on Nickel St. and 
there is a need for the items 

“People usually associate 
hunger with cold ... we have 
food drives in the fall and 
around Christmas, but people 
have to eat all year. We have a 
number of working poor that 
depend on food banks.” 

The spring and summer 
months are when the shelves 
of food banks start to dwindle 
and Swick Janjac hopes the 
donations will come in during 
the event to stock the shelves 
to take the Food Bank through 
the summer and into the fall. 

Some of the items need 
right now include: large 
juices and juice boxes, fruit, 


bar soap, powdered laundry 
soap, canned beans, cereal 
and canned vegetables. 

She said as the event 
goes on there will be enter¬ 
tainment Wednesday and 
Thursday, lunch and inner 
barbecues, Seniors’ Day on 
Wednesday, and a family 
night with Ontario Early Years 
on Thursday. 
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■ EDUCATION: Lakeshore high school students captivate St. Therese audiences 

Animal Farm rewrites inspirational to younger students 



VICTORIA GRAY 
InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - It's 
never too early to leant about 
government, equality and 
social justice — or just how to 
write a book. 

Especially when it’s a 
hands-on, fun activity. 

Last week, more than 20 
Grade 10 English students 
from Lakeshore Catholic High 
School visited classes at St. 
Therese Catholic Elementary 
School on Killaly St. E. to read 
children’s books they had 
written. 

Lakeshore English teacher 
Anti Del Priore said the 
books were based on George 
Orwell’s 1945 novel Animal 

"It promotes cross-curric¬ 


ular literacy,” she said. “And 
it shows (my students) that 
the book they created has an 
impact on the younger kids. 
I think they take more pride 
in it if they know how excited 
the kids get.” 

Students spent about two 
weeks working on the chil¬ 
dren’s books after reading 
and talking about the book. 

Some of the students, 
including Morgan Hayde, 
found condensing the infor¬ 
mation difficult, but well 
worth it. 

“We dissected the book so 
much in English class so to 
make that a children’s book 
was kind of hard because you 
want to get all the informa¬ 
tion in there, but you kind 
of have to simplify it, so they 
understand,” Hayde said. 


The younger students really 
enjoyed the visit because it 
gave them an opportunity to 
have a fun, tactile learning 
experience. 

Early learn¬ 
ing kindergarten 
teacher Lidia Di 
Lorenzo said it’s 

dents to see older 
students writing. 

“I think it’s 
almost like that 
role-model situ¬ 
ation where they 
are seeing that, yes, 
they are still stu¬ 
dents, but they do 
write and if I keep 
practising I can 
write like they do," 
she said. 

“Because it’s 
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VICTORIA GRAY Staff Photos 

ABOVE: Lakeshore Catholic Secondary School students including Morgan Hayde, 
right, visit St. Therese Catholic Elementary School and read to kindergarten students 
including Kiersten Linblad, middle, and Sarah Boda, books they wrote based on 
George Orwell's Animal Farm. BELOW: Scott Powers reads to Soren Geady, middle, 
and Alissa Gardonyi. 
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■ BYLAWS 


■ 11 


Hunting still OK in Reebs Bay 


DAVEJOHNSON 
InPort News Staff 

WAINFLEET — Hunters 
will still be able to use an 
area of Reebs Bay to hunt 
waterfowl. 

Wainfleet council amended 
its discharge of firearms 
bylaw last week and left alone 
the area between Quarrie Rd. 
and Oakwood Cemetery, but 
allowed hunting in hamlet 

"We did considerable 
research on this,” said John 
Boerema, the township’s 
chief building official and 
bylaw enforcement officer, 
as he presented his report to 
council. 

Boerema said council 
could change the bylaw for 
safety reasons, but not for 

He said the original request 
to have the bylaw amended 
came about because of 
a noise complaint, but a 
second request later on men¬ 
tioned health and safety rea¬ 
sons, with residents feeling 
the discharge of shotguns 
along the rocky shoreline was 
dangerous. 

“The hunters that dis¬ 
charge their guns in the that 


M 

The hunters that 
discharge their guns 
in the that area are not 
pointing their guns at 
people or property, they 
are pointing out into the 
lake. I don’t feel that’s a 
safety concern.” 

John Boerema 


area are not pointing their 
guns at people or property, 
they are pointing out into the 
lake. I don’t feel that’s a safety 
concern.” 

Boerema said if someone 
was to point a firearm at 
another person, that’s some¬ 
thing that falls under the 
Criminal Code of Canada. 

“I'd call the police if some¬ 
one pointed a firearm at me.” 

No hunters or residents 
opposed to hunting along 
the shoreline were in coun¬ 
cil chambers when Boerema 
presented his report. 

The report recommended 


council approve: use of cur¬ 
rent setbacks from buildings 
of 152.4 metres; prohibition 
of discharge of firearms in 
hamlets and properties zoned 
institutional, such as schools; 
permits use of firearms for 
historical re-enactments, 
such as at Marshville Festival; 
use of any class of firearms 
as permitted by provincial 
and federal hunting regula¬ 
tions when used for hunting 
or trapping; permits use of 
shotguns for practice pur¬ 
poses; provides for farmers 
or their authorized agent(s) 
to protect their fanning prop¬ 
erty; provides an exemp¬ 
tion for Niagara Arms Living 
History Club; and provides 
an exemption for peace offi¬ 
cers, police, animal control 
officers, Canadian Armed 
Forces, and persons licensed 
by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources for pest removal. 

Both Aids. Ted Hessels and 
Richard Dykstra questioned 
Boerema over the hamlet 
designation in the amended 
bylaw, which saw some of 
the previous bylaw language 
tightened up. 

Hessels felt some of the 
hamlets were big 
enough and not 


fully-developed to allow for 
the setback from buildings 
part of the bylaw to apply 
instead. 

“Why not just use the dis¬ 
tance?" he asked. 

Township planner Grant 
Munday answered and said 
there has to be some sort 
of measuring line and said 
hamlets are intended to be 
residential and commercial 
areas, not meant for hunting. 

“There could be a conflict,” 

Boerma said hunting near 
a hamlet wouldn’t be too 
safe. 

“It’s said a ,22(-calibre) 
travels for two kilometres ... 
I don’t think we’d be able to 
accommodate hunting safely 
in a hamlet,” Boerma said. 

Dykstra felt the 152.4-metre 
setback from buildings would 
cover off the hamlets. 

“I don’t think we need to 
put hamlet in the bylaw... it’s 
redundant.” 

The two councillors 
asked for an amendment to 
the bylaw to remove ham¬ 
lets, which was passed. The 
amended bylaw was passed 
by council. 
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Plan could make Nickel Beach profitable 

FROM PAGE 6 10%netretumattheendofthe tenants were being asked in the way it functions," said operating at a loss, he said, Heil admitted that Frog in 

season, said community ser- to pay 10% net, while other Heil, adding the businesses and bringing the operators on a Sock “has its work cut out 
The agreement negotiated vices manager Harry Hakim. businesses renting city prop- charged a gross percentage board, regardless of whether for it,” but if it does manage 

with the city would see Frog Ward 1 Coun. Dave Elliott erty have agreed to 10% gross, are profit-oriented. they turn a profit, will help to to turn a large profit, the con- 

in a Sock providing the city a questioned why the beach “There’s a huge difference The beach is currently minimize the city’s costs. tract can be reviewed. 
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Bye, bye, 
Birdie 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — Their signs made 
clear the message they were trying to 

“Say 'No' to inappropriate develop¬ 
ment," one read. “Stop Empire Rd. rezon¬ 
ing,” another declared in big bold letters. 

They were impossible to miss while 
making your way into Port Colbome city 
hall last week. 

The public took notice — and so did 
city council. 

Councillors ultimately decided 
to side with Sherkston residents who 
filled council chambers to the brim, 
and denied a proposed zoning bylaw 
amendment that would have allowed 
Birdie Golf Carts to move its repair and 
retail shop to the northwest corner of 
Sherkston and Empire Rds. from its cur¬ 
rent Fort Erie location. 

Birdie's was found in violation of Fort 
Erie’s zoning bylaw and has been asked 
to relocate. 

Residents have raised concerns with 
the business moving to the small hamlet 
of Sherkston, citing worries of increased 
noise and truck traffic, the impact to 
the area’s highly-vulnerable aquifer and 
potential adverse effects on neighbour¬ 
ing farming operations. 

Monday’s discussion began with 
lawyer John Crossingham speaking on 
behalf of many of the residents in oppo¬ 
sition of the development. 

He explained that according to the 
city's Official Plan, development within 
the hamlets is intended to provide local 
benefit and service to the immediate 
community. 

“The overarching question I think 
you must wrestle with, as an elected 
representative, is what is the fit of golf 
carts in Sherkston? How is this support¬ 
ive of Sherkston? How does this build 
Sherkston as a stronger, better commu¬ 
nity?" he asked. 

“I find no direction in your planning 
documents that tell you this develop¬ 
ment should be here,” Crossingham said, 
adding there is a “great deal” of commu¬ 
nity opposition saying it should not. 

In response, Butch Gordon of Birdie 
Golf Carts said the development does in 
fact fit in the hamlet, as nearby Sherkston 
Shores is “probably the single largest 
gathering of golf carts in Ontario.” 

It's not fair, he said, to separate the 
resort community from the hamlet. 


“The proximity of Sherkston Shores 
is a big deal for us,” he said of the resort 
where carts are commonly used by 
vacationers. 

“We’re trying to do this properly. We’re 
trying to fit in. It does fit, it does work 
down there.” 

Golf carts are used not only on the 
greens these days, Gordon said, but also 
at cottages, farms, horse stables and 
for events such as Canal Days Marine 
Heritage Festival. 

He had difficulty understanding the 
opposition when no objections were 
provided from any of the professional 
agencies asked to review the proposed 
zoning bylaw amendment. 

“I don’t know how many professional 
people you want to look at this and 
come up with this type of green light," 
Gordon said, showing obvious signs of 
frustration. 

“This is not an easy decision to make,” 
said Ward 4 Coun. Ron Bodner, adding 
it’s one council has struggled with. 

“(Gordon) did the right thing coming 
to council. Where we differ is use of the 

Bodner believes the business will not 
be the “best use of the land,” which is 
better suited for “something that would 
better service the community.” 

Asked if he had considered other loca¬ 
tions, Gordon said he has looked but 
not found anything suitable closer to 
Sherkston Shores. 

There are several people in the imme¬ 
diate area running golf cart businesses 
out of their homes “chipping at our 
heels,” he said, adding Birdie’s is trying 
to compete by going through the proper 
motions. 

Addressing concerns for the local 
aquifer, Gordon said he had no plans 
to drill a well on the property, but use 
a cistern instead, and had planned to 
recapture water for washing golf carts. 

The public has demonstrated the 
desire to preserve the “unique quality of 
the hamlet,” said Ward 4 Coun. Barbara 

“They don't see it as fitting and I don't 

She said she sees the benefits the 
development will have for the applicants, 
but not for the hamlet. 

"It will probably benefit Sherkston 
Shores (visitors) to some degree, but 
they are part-time residents and as far as 
I’m concerned it’s the full-time residents 
that we’re here to look after.” 



Protesters stand outside Port Colborne city hall in opposition of a proposed zo^mgbylaw amendment 110 * 0 
that would allow Birdie Golf Carts to develop in Sherkston. 
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TEMPERATURES 
ARE RISING 

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE I 


AIR CONDITIONING PACKAGES I 

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELSU 


BOB REID 


905-892-7787 


Relocating to Port Colborne 

Stance; <Stucfi& 

Check out our recital! 
Lakeshore Catholic High School 
June 1, 2013 at 6:30p.m. 
Taking Registrations for Summer Program and 
September 2013-2014 Season. 

$290.00 plus HST per form of dance. 
3256 Concession 3, Port Colborne 
905-835-5591 
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LOSE THE PAiN ! 

i Leaf Source * 
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Leaf Source 


STOPS MM VWTMNMUrS 

"It works! I'll take another two bottles please!" 


anywhere from 2 to 6 capsules/day. 
Typical maintenance is usually 1 


This coming from a customer who 
had tried every other natural remedy 
under the sun in the past few years 
to take away her pain. Ian, the owner 
of The Healthy Cupboard couldn’t 
believe his ears. He had finally 
found the perfect product to stop his 
customer’s miseries. This is what 
every owner of a health food store 
dreams about, a natural product 
that receives so many outstanding 
testimonials on such a wide variety of 
health issues. “I had recommended a 
new product called LeafSource, which 
we recently started carrying. We 
have had tremendous success with 
this product, and almost everyone 
we have recommended it to over 
the last few months has come back 
and thanked us over and over again” 
said Ian. Before trying LeafSource, 
the woman had complained about 
her ongoing joint pain and was at 
her wit's end. Although she had 
experienced some relief through the 
numerous natural remedies she had 
tried over the years, the pain would 
never fully go away. “She returned 
to my store, in tears, less than one 
week after buying LeafSource. I didn’t 
know what to make of this woman 
standing in front of me crying, until 
she told me that within a few days of 
taking LeafSource her pain started to 
disappear and within a week it was 
completely gone - as if it was never 
there.” Ian goes on, ‘This coming 
from a woman whose painful joints 
and ongoing sciatica were so bad just 
one week earlier, that the pain was 
unbearable but now has completely 
subsided.’By now you are probably 


wondering what is LeafSource and 
why is it so effective? LeafSource is a 
100% natural product derived from a 
proprietary organic mineral composite 
with over ten years of university 
research. LeafSource helps regulate 
the inflammatory process and the 
body’s ability to repair itself. The vast 
majority (70 - 80%) of the population 
over the age of 50 have joint problems 
— often called osteoarthritis.This 
is due to the natural (or unnatural) 
wear and tear on joint tissue that 
develops through the aging process. 
With joint inflammation, movement 
is limited and pain can be constant. 
LeafSource seems to have the ability 
to help people get their mobility and 
zest for life back. Millions of people 
seek treatment for their joint and 
inflammation problems by resorting 
to expensive, toxic prescription drugs 
(i.e. NSAIDs) with multiple side 
effects. These range from nausea 
and vomiting to serious intestinal 
disorders (bleeding, gas, pain) and 
even kidney and liver failure. Isn’t 
that too laige a price to pay for a 
little pain relief!? LeafSource is a 
safe alternative to these destructive 
anti-inflammatory drugs that cause 
more problems than they solve. 
There are absolutely no side effects 
and it doesn’t interfere with any other 
medications. Controlled experiments 
and observations have revealed 
that LeafSource is a potent anti¬ 
inflammatory that has been shown 
to bring a reduction to inflammation 
and pain within a few days. People 
notice great results in terms of more 
energy and less pain by taking 


capsule twice daily. This product gets 
results! LeafSource is scientifically 
validated through more than 10 
years of research at 4 universities, 
including the Department of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Mercer 
University. Aside from its incredible 
anti-inflammatory and pain reducing 
ability, it has also been shown to 
improve the performance of your 
daily nutrition and vitamin programs. 
It helps increase the absorption of 
vital nutrients, which in turn helps 
these nutrients work better. Better 
absorption = better results! It’s almost 
as if they have become supercharged! 
LeafSource has also been shown to 
help enhance energy levels, improve 
intestinal health, strengthen hair, 
skin and nails and improve immune 
function. To see someone go from 
intense pain to a new lease on life 
within a week is truly incredible. 
Imagine being able to move freely 
without pain. Who wouldn’t want to get 
out of bed in the morning with more 
energy? It’s amazing how much of 
this stuff we take for granted, until it’s 
gonel Ian adds, “I often recommend 
that LeafSource be taken with other 
natural joint products in order to 
help them work better and provide 
even faster relief. One of the things 
I hear most often from people who 
have tried LeafSource is they just 
plain feel better, have more energy 
and less pain. We’re so confident, we 
guarantee LeafSource 100%! That 
alone should be enough to try this 
incredible product.” 
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